488 New Britain Road 
Corner Farmington Avenue & New Britain Road 
1880 


Willis Henry Upson (1858-1909) & Clara Warner 
(1859-1939) 


Victorian 


1855 map — an earlier house on site? Owned by William Kellogg (1795-1872), a blacksmith, buried in 
Ledge Cemetery. 


1867 map — William Kellogg 
1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 122 
1895 Willis H. Upson current owner: Town of Berlin — Senior Center Victorain 


The Upson family had fairly extensive holdings in this area of 
Kensington and operated a grocery store and post office on Four Rod 
Road (still extant) for several decades. Willis Upson died in 1910. 
The house is now a senior citizens center. 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
1880 current owner: SJC Investments LLC (presently Dorio Professional Building) 


Sketch 


Genealogy 


Succeeded R.R. Upson. Operated grocery store and Post Office on Four Rod Road. Had dry goods, 
groceries and shoes during JULY 1889. Represented Berlin in Legislature in 1885; was Selectman in 1890 
and 1895. He lived at 488 New Britain Road, Kensington in circa 1895. He was secretary of Berlin Savings 
Bank from 1888-1909. He was deacon at Kensington Congregational Church 07 AUG 1901 - 01 APR 1909. 
Had ad in 1897 Berlin Agricultural Fair Bulletin, "In new bank building near Depot, Kensington -groceries, 
dry goods, shoes." Hale Cemetery Records - p.162 


Willis Henry Upson (1858-1909) son of William Upson & Mary Hart. In 1883 he married Clara Warner 
(1859-1939) daughter of Erastus Warner & Eliza Whitlock. They had children: Harold, Warren, Lura. 
They are buried in South Burying Ground. 
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On a knoll overlooking Kensington Center. 
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17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior and/or exterior) 


The Willis Upson House is a large house with a roughly cruciform plan. 
Both the main house and side projections feature hip roofs and small 
gabled wall dormers; dormers qn the front and rear elevations are off- 
center. The two-bay facade has a left entry; the original entry door 
has a single large light over panels. A one-story porch with a shal- 
low roof extends across the facade and wraps around to the right ell; 
a small framed-in extension continues to the rear of the right ell. 
The porch features turned posts and a stickwork frieze; posts are 
paired and tripled at the corners. The jigsawn post brackets have 
roll-molded edges, raised circular bosses, and panels with incised 


sunburst designs. The turned balusters are topped by a plain rail. 
There is a pedimented peak centered over the entry, and a_ (continued) 
ROME BUILDER 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 


5 WiSTORIC A. OR ARCHITECTURAL IMPORTANCE 


Despite much modern alteration, the Willis Upson House is significant 
as a good example of Victorian Vernacular architecture. The ornamental 
woodwork typical of the style is seen in the elaborate detail of the 
porch, with its turned posts and balusters, carved post brackets, and 
stickwork frieze. In the middle of the 19th century, advances in 
mechanized lathes, saws, drills and other basic wood-forming tools made 
decorative woodwork widely affordable and its use became widespread 
during the Victorian period, especially as in this house for creating 
highly decorative porch detail. The applied bosses, carved edge 
moldings, and incised designs relate the house's woodwork to the 
Eastlake-style furniture popular in the period. 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Willis Upson. a grocer, probably built this house about 1895. (continue 
-s 
1880 Census 


1900 Census 
Berlin Land Records 51:557 j 
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Willis Upson House 


ny Oe (continued) : 


large round pavillion with a conidal roof at the right-front corner 
of the porch. On all elevations, the bulk of window, wall, and eave 
detailing is obscured by modern siding and sash; a diamond-pane stair 
window survives near the front of the left elevation. 


19. (continued) : 


The Upson family had fairly extensive holdings in this area of 
Kensington and operated a grocery store and post office on Four Rod 
Road (still extant) for several decades. Willis Upson died in 1910. 
The house is now a senior citizens center. 


